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A WAY OF LIVING

Stewardship is a kind of response to God’s invitation to commit
resources of time and talent and money out of thankfulness in
order to advance His Kingdom in their community and beyond.
It conveys the idea of personal responsibility for his or her
church.

"As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as
good stewards of God's varied grace" (1 Pt 4:10).
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The Resources of Stewardship

O

Stewardship is many facets which include:

Scripture Based

Trust and Dependence on God
Spending Time with God
Gratitude/Thankfulness

A Love Response
Transformative

Proportionate Giving aer,
Sharing Talent B,
Giving Treasure P
Accountability
Discipleship

Stewardship

is heart work

4 atiatd

Disciples as Stewards

Jesus calls us to be disciples. We respond to Him as:

» Mature disciples make a conscious decision to
follow Jesus, no matter what the cost.

« Christian disciples experience conversion—life-
shaping changes of mind and heart— to the Lord.

» Christian stewards have the power to
shape and mold our understanding of
our lives, and the way in which we live.

(USCCB)
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Stewards of Vocation

= Jesus calls us, as his disciples, to a new
way of life—the Christian way of life.

* God intends each one of us to play a THEWOrl4.telSUSTO seek.
: o . he divi successEpOwer alid woney: God
unique roie in carrying out the divine tells ughtarsBok unility, service
plan.

o Christ calls each of us to be stewards
of our personal vocations, which we
receive from God.(USCCB)

Stewards of the Church

Stewards of the Church—collaborators and
cooperators in continuing the redemptive work of
Jesus Christ, as the Church's essential mission.

¢+ This mission—proclaiming and teaching,
serving and sanctifying—is our task.

+ All members of the Church have their own
roles and responsibility to play in carrying
out its mission. (USCCB)
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Obstacles to Stewardship
O

N

We as Christian disciples and
Christian stewards often face
serious obstacles. In the United
States, a dominant secular
culture often contradicts -
religious convictions about the =5 |
meaning of life. This culture
frequently encourages us to
focus on ourselves and our
pleasures.

Spiritual Stewardship

» Spiritual stewardship includes all of

our life, not just our relationship to our

parish. How we use our time and

resources at home and at work are as

important as how much of our time

and resources we share with our parish

community.

S’rewardst}P
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Prayerful Lifedn Stewardship
O

"From beginning to end, fundraising as
ministry is grounded in prayer and
undertaken in gratitude.”

"When we approach fundraising in a

spirit of gratitude, our confidence in our ‘i
A

mission does not depend on how the AA

: AAAA
person we are with responds to our
request! We are free to remain secure in
God's love with our hearts set joyfully on

the kingdom.“ (Henry Nouwen)

Building a Life of Stewardship

Fundrasing is a form of ministry

O

» Fundraising is proclaiming what you
believe in and proclaiming it in such a
way that you offer the other person an
opportunity to participate in your
vision.

» It is saying, "We have a vision that is
so exciting that we are giving you the
opportunity to participate in that
vision with the resources that God has

given yOu. (Spirituality of Fundraising: A
conversation with Henri Nouwen)

CSC Newsletter 60 5 July 17, 2017



Stewards call for Conversion

+ Since it is a ministry, it is always a
call to conversion. That is, "I invite
you to a new way of relating to your
resources, so that making your
resources available to us is good for \
you". In other words, you won't !
become poorer -- but you will
become richer by giving.

The greatest taboos

O

» The taboo is that money obviously has
something to do with that intimate little
place in your heart where you need
security, and you don't want to give that
away.

» Jesus, however, says something very
radical. He says that you cannot put
your security in God and money.

* Where is your security base? Isitin
God or is it in money?
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Financial Transparency

O

» Financial operations should at all
times be as transparent as possible. We
should do our best to relieve people’s
anxiety about their financial giving.

» It is incumbent upon the leaders to
keep the people up to date on how
their contributions are being spent,
and if the budget goals are being met.
This should be done in a timely
fashion.

Accountability in Stewardship

O

» Stewardship calls us to recognize that
in the Parable of the Talents, each of
us will someday be asked by God to
give an accounting of all that we have
done with the gifts given to us.

« Likewise, the community that
embraces stewardship must be
accountable to the people for the way
in which the community uses the gifts
entrusted to it.
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A Steward’'s Way

Stewardship is a part of our journey.
Look to Mary as an ideal steward.

Mary lived her ministry in a spirit of
fidelity and service; she responded
generously to the call.

» We must ask ourselves: Do we also wish

to be disciples of Jesus Christ and :
Christian stewards of our world and our STEWAFDSH"’

Church?
» Don’t worry, the Spirit shows us the
way!
(USCCB)
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TO BE SAINTS
IS NOT A
PRIVILEGE
BOR THE FEW,
BUT A
VOCATION
FOR
=VERYONE.

POPE FRANCIS
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An Ideal Community Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
(Awareness) (Initiation) (Transformation)

(Community Growth) Stage of gathering: Stage of growing Stage of Conversion and

Welcoming, greetingand  together: sharing, commitment: reaching out
-Regular Gathering knowing each other learning and doing and doing what God wants
-Plenary Meeting things together us to do

-Special Celebration
-Basic Ecclesial
Community

(Spiritual Formation)

-Ignatius Exercise
-Prayerful Life
-Ongoing Formation

(Pastoral Sector)

-Youth/Senior community
-Parish Community
-Local community

(Pastoral Services)

-Catechesis

-Liturgy
-Family/Hospital Visits
-Human Promotion

“Announce it, and let it be
announced to the whole world,
that I set neither limit nor
measure to the gifts of my
grace for those who seek them
in my heart!”

Words of Our Lord to
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque

Thank you for giving of your time,
talent, and treasure to help Cabrini
Mission Foundation carry on Mother
Cabrini's legacy.

Today the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus renew their vows and commitment to the service
of the Sacred Heart. They are joined by the Cabrini Lay
Missionaries renewing their commitment.

The Sisters and CLMs will remember each of you in
their prayers.
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