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Daniel John Sharkey
Is born on September 2, 1945

General MacArthur speaks on the USS

Missouri’s surrender of Japan
Passed away on September 11, 2023




Dan Sharkey by Patrick So

About three months ago, Dan and | sat at fundraiser. As always, Dan looked cool,
collected and had a hearty appetite. | shared three toasts with you that night, but today |
have to conduct another kind of toast with you, a special rite. Saying good-bye to any
loved one is likely the hardest thing we ever have to face in our lives. It brings upon dark
and painful emotions. Yet, we can do what Jesus shared with us, “Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

We all consider Dan as a CSC member and are worried about Dan’s time with us, but |
believe Dan’s faith, hope and continued optimism served as his compass on where he
would go.

Dan lived a vibrant and impassioned life with a great devotion to family, friends and
God. As a practicing Catholic, he had a strong faith and continued Catholic traditions,
such as attending Latin mass. In life, he appeared as a quiet and serious man, but he
was open and helpful to others, kind and generous to people, especially children. In the
summers, he organized camp trips for children that never experienced the outdoors. As
an Eagle Scout, Dan was a pioneer to combine the spirit of CSC and Eagle Scout. He
started to recruit CSC family members and trained them with confidence, dedication,
and service to others. It gives the new generation something to strive for and instills
leadership, and a commitment to the community.

One of my fondest memories with Dan and Rosa was at a different camping trip where |
got to experience lounging and sleeping in a hammock for the first time and rowing one
Dan’s most prized kayaks on the Long Island Sound. It was challenging rowing with
Dan but it remains my fondest memories with Dan.

Many of us must be wondering why a good person like Dan left us so abruptly? Did God
abandon Dan? No, of course not. Dan did scream in the hospital, just as Jesus was
crying on the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me”. God did not forget
Dan but entrusted him to follow Jesus Christ by carrying the cross and the light of Christ.
Dan followed Jesus and returned to God the Father’s house. As such, Dan is our model
example for faith and sufferings. His pain and sufferings are gone and we should
continue to pray and find joy in Dan’s peace and eternal happiness.

Dan Sharkey by Philip So

In my high school summers, Dan Sharkey gave me and many other youths an outdoor
experience that few would ever receive elsewhere. For several summers, Dan took us
out to a week-long trip to different sections of the Adirondacks, with canoes, coolers of
food to sustain, and other supplies on our backs. For the uninitiated, which was all of us,



it was exhausting, grueling and some would call it “torturous”. We’ d set up camp for
3 days before moving to a new location, often moving during a heavy rain, looking for
unsoaked firewood while fighting off swarms of mosquitoes. For Dan this was paradise
and any opportunity to visit the outdoors, reminiscent of a landscape painting, was his
way of sharing his treasure with the world. But even this wasn’ t the full extent of
Dan’ s role. He also took a hands-on role, mentoring us on the Dos and Don’ ts of
camping. When the camp was interrupted by a moose on a late night, looking for
perishables — Dan showed us how to tie up the trash above the ground. When the fire
wasn’ t starting by conventional means — Dan was there with a lighter. Dan believed
in pragmatic solutions.

Because of Dan, the great outdoors is part of my way of life and we regularly incorporate
it in our family life. My kids were enrolled in a nature school for the first 5 years of their
lives, learning through play in the forest. Lyndon, my older son, and | are now part of
the Scouts. During down time, we canoe, kayak : \ : ¢
and hike regularly. Dan made a great difference
to many people and | am grateful to have known
him.
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