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Firemark X % % /Shawn Yeh

A Youth Ministry at St. Thomas Aquinas(STA) Catholic Church, Monterey Park, California
Brief History:

In 2013, Seven Chinese Catholic young adults, Richard Chen, April Dai, Nathan Lau,Teresa Lee,
Raymond Pang, Anne Wang, and Shawn Yeh (CHE XBE EEE %S _ 5 1),had worked with

Father Jay Wu at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, Monterey Park, California to form the
Firemark and to establish their mission and goals. The Firemark was formally commissioned on Nov.
9, 2014during Sunday Mass. The first Firemark Summer Camp was held in 2014.

Mission and Goal:

The purpose of Firemark is to take what the seven young adults have found to be valuable through
their real world life and spiritual journey, and to share and pass it down to the youths (mainly high
school students) of local Chinese Catholic communities.

To accomplish the goal, the ministry provides events regularly, such as annual summer camp,
spring/fall prayer night, etc. for Chinese Catholic high students in the Los Angeles area to enrich, to
energize these teenagers’ lives and to deepen their faith through many spiritual and joyful events.

Annual Summer Camp Events:

Seven summer camps had been held in the southern California areas since 2014 - see the following
for the summary of past camps capturing the major themes:

Year Theme Total Campers Staff Spiritual Director Location
2014 |Awesome Challenge 19 14 Fr. Jay, Sr. Maria Lai |Mater Dolorosa
2015 (Self 24 13 Sr. Maria Lai, Sr. Su  |De Paul Center
2016 |Kyrie Eleison 21 13 Fr. Jerome Bai, Sr. Su |Mater Dolorosa
2017 |Alpha Omega 24 11 Sr. Su, Fern Khoo Mater Dolorosa
2018 |(JOoY 18 11 Fr. Ken Templin Mater Dolorosa
2019 |Why-fi 28 13 Sr. Teresa Liu Mater Dolorosa
2020 |ltis |, do not be afraid 35 12 Sr. Jeanette Kong Virtual gathering

A typical 2-nights/3-days camp is scheduled around 4™ of July weekend. In addition to the seven
core team members, each year the camp committee invites a local priest or nun to serve as a
spiritual director and also recruits many summer camp leaders, such as previously attended
Firemark campers (mostly college students), to help them run the annual events. The spiritual
director will work with camp committee to prepare the retreat, spend the whole summer camp
weekend, and present and participate in the camp activities.

Each camp is well prepared and organized - the yearly timeline is given below:
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Month Tasks

July Reserve retreat center

September CSCNA sponsor application due before 15th of September

September-December |Young adults’ self-enrichment

January Start monthly meeting, deciding on camp overall coordinator

April Receive fund from CSCNA. Look for speaker or spiritual director

May Pay deposit and provide insurance proof to the retreat center. Start to recruit
college team leaders. Start promotion and registration

June Finalize team leader list (requirement complete before camp), preparation retreat
for team leaders

July 2-day weekend summer camp (Staff starts from Friday night).Payment for retreat
center after camp

July After Summer camp, review feedback meeting

August Optional Reunion

Funding/Sponsorship:

The estimated expense for annual summer camp is around $7,200 (based on 30 high school
participants and 15 camp leaders). The major funding comes from Christian Service Corps, North
America, (CSCNA Charity Corps Inc.). Since 2016 CSCNACC agreed to sponsor Firemark annual
summer camp. Additional donation will come from local community to cover the insufficiency.

Recent Situations and Future Plans

Funding for 2020had been approved from CSCNACC, however, due to low registered participants

and Covid-19 pandemic, the camp was canceled for 2021 summer camp.The team spent a portion
of funding ($874) to hold a retreat for the leaders in August 2021. The balance was then returned
to CSCNACC.

The team is decided to take a sabbatical for a year or two, and they will work with St. Thomas
Agquinas Catholic Church parish office for searching for a future long term spiritual director who can
better provide guidance and aid in spiritual growth of young adults both before and after summer

camp.

CACCLC BRFEfG7" EE NN

CACCLC £8 5 California Chinese Catholic Living Camp (ITHEAXEHEFE), &
BRFEBNNRERIEEEEE ARXTHESFPEXFNBIER. FiEEEHEEE
HEE, BEaSMRE, oPRIREXRENEN, WIARREZEAIERE.

EBET 5, CACCLCJLFEFES T RIIERE, MEEE. AEBoIuinNFI=ain
MNERNFE—ABTFEESSN, BEEMATRIVROKE, EERRKATTFIRSS.
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